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Song origins:

Mid 2003. | was feeling lost and alone. | was struggling to come to terms with my reality. | was fearful. | was
breaking down. And | needed God more than ever.

School of Grace:

Do you trust God to see Y ou through? Or would you rather do things your way in your time?

Today, we seem to think we can do a better job of running the world than God. We have developed our sys-
tems—opolitical, economic and social. We go to war against those we don’t like. We condemn those that are
different from us. We even devel op a condescending attitude to those we think we are hel ping.

Yet all of us know that these systems have failed us. We can’t trust them. We can’t rely on them. We don’t de-
pend on them. And when it all falls apart we don’t know where to turn.

Thankfully God is far more trustworthy with his unconditional love to us. We can rely daily on His mercy and
grace. We can depend on Him for all things.

You are Near
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You are Near

When the shadows fall across my path You light the way

When the darkness descends on my life the stars shine brightly
When the storms of life rage around me

| know You are near Jesus| know You are near

When the sparrow fallsfrom the tree You pick it up
When my dreams and hopes fade away You comfort me
When the sting of death bitestoo deeply

| know You are near Jesus| know You are near

| can trust in Your unfailing love

| can rely on Your mercy and grace

| can depend on Your living word to see me through

| will put my faith in You alone

| believe You will provideall | need

| need not fear for | know that You You will come through

When the sorrow overwhelms me You strengthen me
When the pain istoo much to bear You give me courage
When my heart is broken beyond repair

| know You are near Jesus| know You are near

You hear every prayer beforel call
You answer beyond my wildest dreams
All I can doisleavemy life

In Your hands Jesus because
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